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INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the forthcoming study is to gain an
understanding of how empowerment is utilized in the political
arena.

The project will primarily deal with Congress and the

relations between Members.

With all of the facets of the

legislative branch, it is necessary to narrow this study to
several aspects of the body.

Due to the diversity of

Congressional Members and the formal structure of House and Senate
committees, this investigation will serve to provide a
concentrated, yet thorough analysis of the presence of
empowerment.
There will be many pieces of literature searched through for
the latest developments in the concept of empowerment.

Before the

concept of empowerment will be explored, the concept of power
needs to be touched upon.

Empowerment is derived from the concept

of power, therefore, an understanding of the traditional views of
power in Congress is necessary in developing the concept of
empowerment in Congress.

The rest of our paper will concentrate

on four cases that we hope will illustrate empowerment and how it
is tied to power in Congressional situations.
Case study analysis will be the methodology that will be
employed throughout the study.

The case work has been carefully

selected to in order to remove partisan bias from the analysis.
Most of the material that will be used will be from current
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